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E D U C A T I O N  

 

1963-1969   School of Architecture 

    Czech Technical University, Prague, Czechoslovakia  

1969    Master’s Degree, Architecture, Prague, Czechoslovakia  

1969    State Examination and Professional License, Czechoslovakia  

1985    Professional Architectural License, State of New York, No.17569   
 

 

A W A R D S   

 

1995 Grand Prix 1995, Award of the Czech Chamber of Architects for a 

Czech Architect Working Abroad 

 

AC AD EM I C  E X P ER I E N C E  

     

2001                                  Lecture, New York Institute of Technology 

1999 Lecture, University of California, Gainesville 

1999                                   Lecture, AIA New York Chapter, Committee for the Environment 

1984 – 2003    Frequent juries at architectural schools  
 
 

C OM PET I T I O N S    J O HN  E I S L ER  ARCH I T E C T   

2004   Second Prize  ECM Epoque, Mixed Use Development, Prague – Pankrác 

    (with SIAL Liberec and Hoffman Rajniš architekti) 

2003 – 2004 Second Prize Brno – Janáček Cultural Center (with Spojprojekt Praha)   

2003    Headquarters of the ČSOB NHQ Group, Prague – Pankrác 

    (with Spojprojekt Praha)  

 
PRO J ECT S    J O HN  E I S L ER  ARCH I T E C T   

 

2005 - current   Two Private Houses, Prague 

2004 - current   Project B1, Prague (with Spojprojekt Praha as Architect of Record) 



2003    Apartment Complex, Prague 

2003    Floating Apartments, Prague 

2002    Armenian Genocide Museum and Memorial, Washington (AGMM) 

    Feasibility Study 

 
CONSU L T I N G   J O HN  E I S L ER  ARCH I T E C T  

2004    City Tower, Prague – Pankrác 

    Architect Richard Meier & Partners, New York 

2003 - 2004   ČSOB NHQ Group, Prague - Radlice  

Architect Josef Pleskot, AP atelier, Prague  
 

C OM PET I T I O N S    R I C H ARD  M E I E R  AND  P AR T N ER S  AR CH I T E C T S  

2002 Lincoln Center, Philharmonic Hall, New York (with Arata Isozaki 

Associates, Toyota Acoustics and Arup Acoustics) 

2001 Con Edison Sites, East River, New York (with SOM, Peter Eisenman 

Architects, and Hardy Holzman Pfiffer Architects) 

2000     Plot DS - 4, Canary Wharf, London 

1998 - 1st Prize   Canon Inc. Headquarters, Tokyo  

1998 Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, Scotland (with Keppie Architects, 

Glasgow) 

1998    Bayer AG Headquarters Building, Leverkusen, Germany 

1997    Deutsche Post, Bonn, Germany 

1996 - 1st Prize   Church of the Year 2000, Rome, Italy  

1989 - 1st Prize   Museum of Ethnology, Frankfurt, Germany  

1983 - 1st Prize   Siemens AG Headquarters, Munich, Germany  

 
S E L EC T ED  WORKS   R I C H ARD  M E I E R  AND  P AR T N ER S  AR CH I T E C T S  

 

    Design Partner 

2002 – completion 2004  Eurotel Building, Prague 

2001 - 2003   Art History Building, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut 

2000 - 2003   ECM Radio Plaza, Prague, Czech Republic 

1998 – completion 2004 Canon Inc. Headquarters, Tokyo, Japan (Architect of Record and General 

Contractor Obayashi Corp., Tokyo) 

1998 - 2002   Bridge, Allesandria, Italy (Structural Engineers Arup, New York) 

1996 – completion 2006  Museum of the Ara Pacis, Rome, Italy 

1996 – completion 2003  Church of the Year 2000, Rome, Italy  

1996 - 1998   Arp Museum, Rolandseck, Germany 

1992    Wettengel House, Wiesbaden, Germany 

1992    Jungbunzlauer S.A, Markolsheim, France 



1989 - 1992   Museum of Ethnology, Frankfurt, Germany  
 

    Project Architect 

1994 – completion 1995  Museum of Television & Radio, Beverly Hills, California 

1993 – completion 1995  The Getty Center - Interiors, Los Angeles, California 

1992 – completion 1996  Research Center, Daimler Benz, Stuttgart, Germany 

1989    Fox Studios Master Plan, Los Angeles, California 

1984 – completion 1989  Bridgeport Center, Bridgeport, Connecticut 
 

    Senior Designer 

1985     Helmick House, Des Moines, Iowa 

1983 – completion 1986  Westchester House, Westchester County, New York 

1983 – completion 1984 Museum für Kunsthandwerk – Interiors, Landscaping, Frankfurt, 

Germany 

  

C OM PET I T I O N S   S I A L  AR CH I T E C T S ,  C Z ECHO SLO V AK I A  

   

1983 - Award   Opera Bastille, Paris, France  

1982 - Award   Residential and Commercial District, Abu Dhabi  

1980 - 2nd prize  IBA Berlin, Tegelerhafen, Germany  

1978 - 1st Prize   Central Railway Station, Prague, Czechoslovakia 

1971 - 1st Prize   Department Store, Prague, Czechoslovakia 

1971 - 2nd Prize  ČTK – Czechoslovak Press Agency Headquarters Building, Prague  
  
 

S E L EC T ED  WORKS   S I A L  AR CH I T E C T S ,  C Z ECHO SLO V AK I A  

     

    Project Architect 

  
1982 – completion 1986  Housing development for IBA, Berlin, Germany 

1982    Ambassador's Residence, Prague, Czechoslovakia 

1978 – 1983 (completion 1995) Museum of Modern Art - National Gallery, Prague, Czechoslovakia 

1976 - 1977   Central Fire Station, Northern Bohemia, Czechoslovakia 

1971 – completion 1975  Department Store, Prague, Czechoslovakia 

1969 - 1970   RADOOM - Telecommunications Relay Station, Czechoslovakia 

 
PUB L I C AT I O N S  

 

1997 Architekt, 01/1997, “Meier – Eisler, Kostel pro rok 2000”, p.13 – 21 

1996 Architekt, 11/1996, “Interview s Johnem Eislerem”, p.30 – 32 

1996 Architekt, 11/1996, “John Eisler u Richarda Meiera”, p.33 - 41 



1996 Architekt, 11/1996, “For John Eisler from Kenneth Frampton”, p. 42, 

64 

1996 Machinists, Exhibition Catalogue, Prague August, 09/1996 

1995 Czech Architecture 1945 – 1995, Exhibition Catalogue, Miroslav 

Masak, “Sial Studio in Liberec”, p.80 – 91, Prague 1995 

1971 Architektura CSR, Prague 1971, Petr Vadura, “System Radoom”, 

p.57–63 
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J OHN  E I S LER  -  B I OGRAPH I CAL  DATA  

 
John Eisler graduated from the School of Architecture of the Czech Technical University, 
Prague in 1969. 
 
After almost 20 years working as a designer and design partner in the office of Richard 
Meier and Partners Architects he formed his own architectural firm John Eisler Architect in 
January 2003.  The firm was invited to participate in a competition for the new Janáček 
Cultural Center in Brno, Czech Republic and received one of three second prizes.  No first 
prize was awarded.   
 
The firm was also commissioned to develop, in collaboration with Spojprojekt Praha as the 
Local Architect, a developer competition design for a new Headquarters Building for ČSOB 
Banking Group for a site on Prague Pankrac, which was submitted in March 2003 in a 
competition between four developers with four different sites.  
 
In 2004 he submitted a competition proposal for a mixed use development ECM Epoque in 
Prague – Pankrac, which included several high rise residential towers. The proposal came 
in second. Currently he has been commissioned to design a Performing Arts Center with a 
1500 seat performing arts hall in Prague. The project is scheduled for completion in 2007. 
John Eisler’s most recent projects are proposals for several residences in Prague. 
 
John Eisler also developed an architectural feasibility study for the Armenian Genocide 
Museum and Memorial in Washington DC in 2002.  
  
Before joining Richard Meier & Partners in 1983, John Eisler worked for SIAL Architects in 
the former Czechoslovakia from 1969 to 1983 where among other projects he was a core 
member of several prize-winning teams in international competitions. These included, in 
collaboration with Emil Přikryl, Martin Rajniš, Jiří Suchomel, Michal Brix and others, the 
competition for Tegelerhafen, IBA Berlin, 1980 - 2nd prize and a competition for the center 
of Abu Dhabi, 1982 – Award. In 1983 he worked with Emil Přikryl and others on the award 
winning competition proposal for the Paris Opera. SIAL Architects prepared this competition 
proposal in collaboration with v.den Broek and Bakema, Rotterdam who were Associate 
Architects.  
 
From 1972 to 1975 he worked with Miroslav Masák and Martin Rajniš on a project for a 
Department Store in Prague, the construction of which was completed in 1975. From 1978-
1983 he was Project Architect for the Museum of Modern Art - National Gallery in Prague, a 
reconstruction of Veletržní Palác, a 1928 landmark constructivist building. The 
reconstruction was ultimately completed by SIAL in 1995. From 1982-1983 he worked with 
Emil Přikryl and Jiří Suchomel on a project for a housing development in Berlin, which was 
completed in 1985, two years after he left for the United States. 



 
He continued his involvement in German projects after coming to the office of Richard Meier 
& Partners in New York in 1983, specifically the award - winning Museum of Decorative Arts 
in Frankfurt where he worked on the interiors of the museum and the 1983 winning 
competition proposal for a major office headquarters complex for Siemens AG in Munich. 
From 1985-1989 John Eisler was Project Architect for the Bridgeport Center in Connecticut. 
This 50,000 square meters development includes two banking halls, a large Computer Data 
Center, headquarters office space and the renovation of the landmark Barnum Museum that 
shares the site with the Center. 
 
From 1989-1992 he was in charge of the project and the principal designer for the Museum 
of Ethnology in Frankfurt. His activities on this project exposed him to the complex world of 
museography, which deals with multi-cultural artifacts and sensitized him to the competing 
needs of specific displays in a neutral contemporary setting. The, to-date unbuilt, project 
shares with the Richard Meier and Partners firm's previous award-winning Museum of 
Decorative Arts (Museum für Kusthandwerk) the public Museum Park along the banks of 
Frankfurt's River Main. In addition, from 1990-1993 John Eisler worked on several office-
building projects in Europe, including the Research and Development Center for Daimler 
Benz in Stuttgart and the unbuilt headquarters building for Jungbunzlauer, s.a., a 
biotechnology company in Markolsheim, France. 
 
From 1993 -1994 he was in charge of the work done in the New York office of Richard Meier 
& Partners for the interiors of the Getty Center in Los Angeles, which was completed in 
1997. He was also the Project Architect for the Museum of Television & Radio, a renovation 
project, which includes an auditorium and exhibition spaces, in Beverly Hills, California that 
was completed in the spring of 1996. From 1996 to 1998 he was in charge of the design of 
the Hans Arp Museum in Rolandseck near Bonn in Germany.  
 
John Eisler was also responsible for the design of two projects in Rome. The first of these is 
the Church of the Jubilee, which consists of a parish church and community center. The 
project was completed and consecrated in October 2003. The commission for the church 
was won in an invited international competition in 1996. The other invited architects were 
Frank Gehry, Peter Eisenman, Tadao Ando, Santiago Calatrava and Gunter Behnisch. This 
project gained international acclaim for its revolutionary design consisting of three white pre-
cast post tensioned concrete walls, each of which is a segment of a sphere that, together 
with an additional vertical cylindrical wall and an all-glass roof and glass walls, form the 
enclosure for the nave, baptistery and day chapel. 
 
The second Rome project is for the Ara Pacis Museum Complex, located in the center of 
Rome on the banks of the river Tiber, which will house the Ara Pacis monument from 9BC. 
Construction of this project was begun at the end of 2000 but was subsequently put on hold 
pending archeological excavations. Construction was restarted in 2003 and is scheduled for 
completion in April 2006. 
 
From 1998 John Eisler was the Design Partner for the project of the pedestrian and 
vehicular Cittadella Bridge in the northern Italian town of Alessandria. The structural 
engineers for this project were Arup New York.  The project of the bridge is currently on 
hold. From 1998 he was the Design Partner for a 65,000 square meters headquarters 
building for Canon Inc. in Tokyo, Japan. The Architect of Record and General Contractor 
were Obayashi Corp., Tokyo. The construction of the Tokyo project was completed in April 
2002. 
 
In 1999-2000 he was the Design Partner for the Richard Meier and Partners competition 
proposal for a 70,000 square meters office building for Canary Wharf in London.  
 



From 2000 to 2003 he headed the design and the project team for ECM Radio Plaza (City), 
a large mixed-use development in Prague - Pankrac, Czech Republic. The development will 
eventually provide over 200,000 square meters of office, retail, entertainment and residential 
space in a complex consisting of several buildings that includes the refurbishing of the 
highest building in the Czech Republic. The construction of this project is schedeuled for 
Spring 2006. The first building of the complex – a headquarters building for Eurotel, a 
cellular phone company - was completed in 2004. 
 
In March through April 2001 he was the Project Architect and lead designer for the office of 
Richard Meier and Partners for a competition proposal for a 500,000 square meters mixed-
use development on the Con Edison sites on the East River in Manhattan. The firm was part 
of a team consisting also of SOM, Peter Eisenman Architects and Hardy, Holzman, Pfeiffer. 
 
From 2001 to 2002 he was the Design Partner and Project Manager of a project for a new 
building for the Department of Art History and the Arts Library at Yale University, New 
Haven, Connecticut. He was also in charge of a competition design for the New Avery 
Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center, New York in the Summer and Fall of 2002. For this 
competition RM&P was teamed up with Arata Isozaki Architects. The acoustical consultants 
were Toyota from Tokyo and Arup Acoustics. The other competing firms were Foster 
Associates and Raphael Moneo. 
 
John Eisler was an Associate Partner at Richard Meier & Partners from 1992 to 2003 when 
he left the office of Richard Meier and Partners to form his own office. He is a registered 
architect in New York State since 1985 and a member of the AIA since 1987. He is also the 
1995 recipient of the Grand Prix Award of the Czech Chamber of Architects, which has been 
given annually since 1993 to a Czech architect working abroad. 


