Vlastimil Jezek

Vlastimil JeZek was born on 24th July 1963 in Prague. After passing a school-leaving
examination at grammar school in Prague he worked as a builder’s labourer for 1 year. Then
he started to study Czech Technical University in Prague — Faculty of Civil Engineering. He
left this faculty after passing three finished terms and became an educator of mentally
disabled children in the Institute of Social Care in Prague 4. In 1985 he was admitted to
Faculty of Arts of Charles University, subject of Czech language-History. He passed final
state examination and was graduated in 1990. He was one of student’s leaders in a velvet
revolution in 1989.

In 1990 — 1993 he worked as a journalist of cultural section, then journalist and head of
domestic politics section of daily newspaper ,,Prace®. In 1993 he succeeded in selection
procedures and leaded Czech Radio as a general director for next 6 years.

In 1999 — 2004 he acted as a chief journalist of weekly journal ,,Our Family“(NasSe rodina)
and as an advisor for company communication. In 2002 together with a colleague from
university studies, theatre critic Zdenck Tichy, he established a production agency TICHY-
JEZEK.

On 15th September 2004, Mr Pavel Dostal, Minister of Culture appointed him the
director of the National Library of the Czech Republic.

He is an author and co-author of a great many books and newspaper articles (eg ,,Six of
Sixties*, Radioservis, Praha 2004; ,, They called her lioness®, Primus, Praha 1996; ,,1989 in
Eastern Europe®, Fortuna, Praha 1991; ,,Where is my home: 72 years of Czechoslovakia®,
EKK, Prague 1990). In 1999 he was writing commentaries for Radio Free Europe, in 1992 he
participated in making an amateur film document on war in countries of former Yugoslavia
,»Vukovar: town or trap?* for foundation Four Oaks in New York.

He is a medallist of Jansky s Silver Plaque for voluntary donor ship of blood.



