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In the week from 12th October to 17th October 2008, the National Library of the CR becomes a centre for the international exchange of experience in the area of digital preservation

The National Library of the CR is one of the participants in the international European project, DigitalPreservation Europe. As suggested by the name of the project, its focus is the preservation of digital objects. Since it is one of the ‘hot’ topics in the national, European as well as global contexts, a number of other projects have also been dedicated to it. 

Further most important projects in Europe alongside DigitalPreservation Europe are CASPAR, Planets and nestor. Their project leaders are the current European as well as global experts in the area of digital preservation. In the week from 12th to 17th October 2008, they will meet in Prague to share their experience with the people interested in this issue, primarily from Europe. However, the numerous interesting activities have attracted also participants from distant continents.

During a single week, several parallel professional activities and a number of connected social events will take place in the Klementinum, in the Carolinum (Charles University is an associated partner of the DigitalPreservation Europe project) and at Novotného lávka:

· DPE/Planets/CASPAR/nestor Joint Training Event: Starting Out: Preserving Digital Objects – Principles and Practice http://www.wepreserve.eu/events/prague-2008 

· WePreserve Forum 2008 http://www.wepreserve.eu/events/forum-2008
· DRAMBORA Auditor’s Training Courses http://www.repositoryaudit.eu/training/prague-2008
· A Working Meeting of the Project Leaders of the DigitalPreservation Europe Project.
For the National Library of the CR, the organisation of these important activities is not only a great challenge and honour but also a source of valuable information for the National Digital Library project, prepared within the Integrated Operational Programme of the EU. The National Library of the CR has cooperated on the project with the Moravian Library in Brno. The aim of the project is the significant acceleration of the digitisation of the national cultural heritage deposited in Czech libraries and the long-term preservation of and access to the resultant digital data. 

Overall, about 1,200,000 documents (350,000,000 pages) are concerned. If digitisation were to continue at the current pace, the whole process would take 300 years. A great number of the documents printed on acid paper and/or highly worn by their usage would fall apart by then and the Czech Republic would lose a significant part of its national cultural heritage, whose long-term protection and access it should guarantee not only in the national but also the international context. Within the project being prepared, the entire period of digitisation should be shortened to 20 years, during which the most endangered and used documents should be digitised by the end of the project, i.e. by 2015. The outcome of the project will be:

· Digitisation of the documents published since 1801: 540,000 documents, 137 million pages 

· Digitisation of historical documents published until 1800: 20,000 documents, 9 million pages

· 5 billion files gained by ‘harvesting’ the Czech web.

All of these digital objects will need to be permanently preserved within a trusted, internationally certified digital repository; therefore, the acquired experience will prove very useful for us.
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